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4 Vindication of St. Gregory his Dalogues, 
in which the Great St. Gregory is proved 
"the Author of that Work. | 


Ertain modern writers have not long fince affirms 
ed, that the Opinion, avouching ſouls to be de- 
liverable from Purgatory before the day of judg- 
ment, was an Opinion which St, Gregory the 
great broughtinto tfie Church, by certain petty 

ſtories. Thathe was the Father of this Opinion, and 
the leader unto it, and that cleerly this Opinion began 
abour his times. Yet as clear as they reported this to be, 
now of late,this Clarity is clearly acknowledged by them 
to bea flat fallity, and that in two ſeveral books: whence 
upon fuller Conſideration, they profeſs themſelves to diſ- 
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cover the Authority of venerable Bede, attributing the 


book of Dialogues to St. Gregory the great, ro be de- 
fe&ive; yea they openly profeſs this book tobe unwor- 
thy St. Gregory. Why ſo 2 becauſe( ſay they ) nothing 
like ſuch winter tales, as are told in that boek, can be 
found in his moſt worthy and learned works. By this they 
being enforced to ſeek out another Aurhor ; upon whom 
they might Father theſe Dialogues, they fall into fo 
great. a weakneſs, as to aſcribe this work to that Pope 


Gregory, to whom Pope' Zacharias did ſucceed, whom 


they ſay to have been by the Grecians called Gregorius 
Dialogus,who lived about the midſt of the eight age,thar 
15 to St. Gregory the third, a Syr:«x. All this they con- 
firm by the the authority of Photius, a Man who could 
not ( as they conceive be well ignorant thereof, being 
ſo learned a perſon, eſpecially in bogks and Authors. 
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By this invention they imagine themſelves to make our 
dofrine a hundred years later, and to makeir firſt ap- 
ar in an Age of: the leaſt cultivated, fince the begin- 
ning of the Church of God. | * 

Forour parts we are no wayes ambitious. to have fo 
worthy a Father, as St. Gregory the great, to be Father 
to our Opinion. For we eſteem our dodarine of the de- 
Hverableneſs of ſouls before the laſt day, co have had no 
Jater beginning, : then the do&rine of Purgatory it ſelf, 
which was delivered ( as part of the firft faith ) by the 
Teachers of that faith : neither will chey ever be able 
to ſhew any other Origin of it, which 1s an evident proof 
of irs verity. But becauſe St. Gregory the great is ſo 
cicar an Aſſertor of this verity in his Dialogues, and a 
Man ſo far from introducing - any-. novelty into the 
Church; or from believing any novelty to be confirmed 
by miracle ( as he believes this verity.to be-) his autho- 
TIty is not to be wrefted from ns, by ſo growundleſs a de- 
nyall of his Dialogues, which, upon this theer fuller con- 


work, but to have been written by. Pope Gregory--the 
Third. An opinion fo full of moſt enormious and -palpa- 
ble abſurdiries, and that in ſo great number, that their 
adhering4o it upon. faller confideration, thews how tacone 
fiderable,their authority ought to be eſteemed, even-when 
this fuller Conſideration is uſed by them, Againſt this 
Opinion we argite thus. 

Firſt, that holy and learned St.1/Jefonſus Biſhop of To- 
eds ( who dyed Anno. 667.) in his book de viris illuftri- 
bus C. 1. ( whoſe Original manuſcript is ſtill kept in the 


V atican library,as Baronius certifies, Anno. 604. ) writeth. 


thus of St. Gregory the great. . He did ſet forth four books 
compriſed in one Volume, concerning the lives of the. Ttalian 
Fathers, which he would have called by the name of Dia- 
logues. In which books how great ſecrets of Diviniy lye hid= 
den, and what wonderfull Documents, of the love of onr 


' Heavenly Countrey, any —_— Reader may eaſily f xr parv oe 


Do you not. ſee. here theſe books known and highly 
eſteemediin the Church before either Gregory the Third, 


yea. 


"—_ 


| fideration, they-molt inconſfiderately affirm not to be his - 


4 


| book ?: Again, do you not ſee how, according 'to the 
Judgment of this great Father, that Reader of ' theſe 


Dialogues is no careful! Reader, who doth not eafily per- 


ceive great ſecrets of Divinity bidden in this book of Dia- 
logues * Which our Adverſaries, upon their fuller conſide- 
ration, think unworthy of St, Gregory, and like to Winter 
'Fales, | 

Secondly, St. 74lian Biſhop alſo of: Toledo, ( who flo- 


riſhed, Anno: 688 ) citeth- theſe Dialogues in his Pros: 


gnoficon L. 1. C.7. L.2, C.8. C. 19. C. 24, An evident 
proof that they were mate before either of the other two 
Gregories ( eſpecially Gregory the Third) were known 
im the World, | 


Thirdly, our Adverſaries do indeed take notice that: 


Bede cites theſe Dialogues, and aſcribes them to our A- 


poſtle St. Gregory. But they did nor conſider, in their 


fuller conſideration, where, and when Bede did ſay what 
he ſaid, Where ſaid he this ? In his Hiſtory of England. 


When did he write that Hiſtory ? He him(elf, in the end- 


of this Hiſtory, tells-us, that he dil end it, Anno. 731. 
So that Bede did write what he writ. concerning theſe 
Dialogues, that very year in which Pope Gregory the Se- 
cond dyed, and Gregory the Third was made Pope. How 
ſurely then might Bede know that theſe Dialogues, C our 
of which he tranſcribed che cemplaint of St. Gregory, 


concerning the loſs of his former retirement, by being 
advanced to the Popedom ) were not wade by Gregory . 
the Third, who as then was not made Pope, neither . 
could ſo freſh a work of Gregory the Second, which muſt - 
have been made in Bedes own florithing Age ( for Bede + 


' was 59. years old whenhe ended his Hiſtory, as Baroni-- 


ws proves Anno. 731) be ſo- much miſtaken, by ſuch #-: 


Man as Bede was, for a work ſa forth above a hundred” 
ears before. ; | 
Fourthly, Foannes Diaconus, who moſt accurately did” 
write the Life of St. Gregory the great, is an Author, 
borh more ancient, and of more Credir, then Photins , 
and a Man particularly verſed in the works of St. Gregory 


the. 


yes or Gregory the ſecond, was of age to writt or read a' 


ow 


* 


"the great. And yet he writerh thus, L. 4. Theſe books (of 
St. Gregory the great his Dialogues) Zacharias Biſhop of 


the holy Roman Church, almoſt a hundred and ſeventy five 
years after, tranſlated into Greek. Theſe words Baronius 
in bis notes upon the Martyr : Dec, 23. having cited,go- 
eth on thus, How much the Grecians efleemed theſe books, 
Jou may hence underfand, that when they cite Gregory, they 
call him by the very name of Dialogus , that is the Dialo- 


guift. And againin his Annals ( Anno. 726. ) ſpeaking of 


an Epiſtle of Gregory'the Second ( The Second | ſay, and 
not the Third ) he ſaith That Epiſtle falſely bears the In- 
ſcription of Gregorins Dialogus, an errour with which we 
find many Grecians, and ſome Latines to have been deceived, 
whilf this Gregory ( the Second )) zs called Dialogus, which 
ſurnamezit is manifeſt out of Greek and Latine Autbors,to be 
appropriated by the Grecians to Gregory the great, ever fince 
Zacharias the Pope did tranſlate his Dialogues into Greek, 


ſo to diſtinguiſh bim from the three other Gregories, Thauma=- 


turgus, Nazienzen and. Nyſſen, Therefore our Adverſa- 
ries are much miftaken, who, in their fuller confiderati- 
on, will have Gregory the Third to have been called Dia- 
bogus. But leaſt retiring themſelves to conſ{ider more fully, 
they ſhould Father theſe Dialogues upon Gregory the 
ſecond ( who dyed Anno. 731. )I delire them to ponder. 


Row demonſtracively the contrary 1s proved, by the argu- 
ments already brought. And yer more demonſtratively, 


C if ic may ) the ſameis farther proved by ſuch argu- 
ments, as I am now going to produce out of the book. of 
Dialogues ic ſelf, which, if they bad perufed in their ful- 
ler conſideration ( as any confiderate writers would have 
done ) they would have been aſhamed of fo unexcuſable 
an ignorance, as apparently is committed in averring. 
theſe Dialogues to have been written by Gregory the ſe- 
cond ; and much more, in-aſcribing them to Gregory the 
Third, made Pope. Anno 731. I pray notethis year and 
then you will ſoon note the groſneſs of chis abſurdity, 

Fifthly then, the books of Dialogues need only an at- 
tentive Reader, to makeit evident that Gregory the greac 
was, and that neither Gregory the Second, or Third, 
could 
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could be the Author of that book. Tn his Preface to 


his ſecond book he wrices thus. Phat T intend to recount 
of St. Bennet ( who dyed Anno. 545. )I bad by Relation of 
four of bis diſciples. Of Conftantius, who was next Abbat af= 
ter him ; of Valeatinianus ; of Simplicins ; of Honoratus, who 
now is Abbat. Theſe Men were diſciples to Str. Bennet al- 
moſt 200. years before Gregory the Third was Pope. How 
zhen could he have what he related from their mouths ? 
Or how could any of them be living in his time ? 


Again he ſaith, L. 3. C. 4. now I will relate ſuch miracles. 


as happened in my own dayes. Then C. 11. He relates, how 
Cerbonins was brought forth aud cate to a Bear, to be de- 
woured, in the fight of King Totilas himſelf, and his whole 
army, the bear doing reverence te the Saint, Many of 


them who were preſent and ſaw it, be yet living. Now it is 


evident that Totz/as dyed Anno. 553. ſo that yon muft 
make theſe many eye witneſſes to have lived a bundred and 


fourſcore years after they aid ſee this wonder, that ſo - 


they might be yer living in the time of Gregory the 
Third. AndC. 12. A certain old Prief ( ſaith he ) who 
yet liveth, was preſent, when Fulgentius Biſhop of Otricoli 


was taken by Totilas, ſee here the ſame* argument again. . 


And it recursagainin the next Chapter, where it is (aid. 


Floridus told me-a notable miracle of Herculanus, who did © 
0 


bring him up, and in whoſe time Totilas beſieged Perugia 
for ſeven years together. And yet again, in the fourteenth 
Chapter ic is made further evident; that the Author of 
the Dialogues was a neer borderer upon the day of Toti- 
las, For there he ſaith, at ſuch time as the Goths ( by Toti- 
las ) firſt invaded Italy, there was @ holy Man, Tſaac, well 


known to the holy Virgin Gorgonia, who now dwelleth in 


this City. And preſently afrer he ſaith. This holy men 
Iſaac, was not born in Italy, and - therefore T will only 
ſpeak of ſuch miracles as he did here in our Cyuntrey. Do not 


theſe words tell you that the Countrey of the Author - 
of che. Dialogues, was Ttaly, and not Syria ? But what can - 
demonſtrate more clearly, that the Great St. (Gregory-- 
was Author of theſe Dialogues, then what followeth 


Chap. 16, There was ( laith he ) a Reverend man in'Cam- 


panias | 


[6]. - 
pania, called Marcius, whom magyof our acquuintauce knew 
wery well, and many things concerning him I have heard 
from the month of Pope Pelagius my Predeceſſor. Now whoſe 
Predecefſor was Pope Pelagius ? All the World, knows 
St. Gregory the great did ſucceed him jmmediately. As 
'alfo that no Pope called Pelagins lived neerer to Gregory 
the third, then this foreſaid Pelagius the ſecond, who died 
| 4un0 590. How then could either Gregory the third or 
ſecond Hear many things from th: mouth of Pope Pelagius, 
who ceaſed both to ſpeak, and to live a whole age be- 
forecither of themwere borz ? Yet. again C. 19. Wehad 
in our dayes 01? other miracle. For not long ſince, John the 
Tiibune told me,that when tbe Earle Pronulphus was there, 
end himſelf alſo with Antharicus the King, almoſt five years 
ſince, when the River of Tiber became ſo great, that it ran 
over the walls of Rome. Behold here two manifeſt proofes 
that the Author of the Dialogues didwrite the ſaid books 
five years after the Tuundation which happened Anno 589. 
as you may ſee in Baronius, At what time Antharitb 
was King of the Longobards, ſo created by them Anno 555 
Though he called himſelf Flavins, as the fame Baronius 
n that year teſtifpes. All this demonſtrates our opinion 
aud ſhames the contrary. It followeth in the Chap. 3r. 
that which the Roman Breviary did tranſcribe out of St. 
Gregory the great concerning St. Hermenigild, "in which 
be theſe words, .St. Hermenigild was converted by Leander 
' Biſhop of Sevil, a man long ſince joyned to me in familiarity 
and friendſhip. This Leander, with whom St. Gregory 
the great was ſo .intirely acquainted, is the ſame to 
whom he writes, L. 1. Epiſt. 4.1. L. 4. Epiſt. 46. L. 7.Epift. 
125- Andour Adverſaries (.to verifie thoſe words in 
Gregory rhe third ) muſt make him acquainted with one, 
who dyed above a hundred years . before he was born. 
Again Chap. 33. itis ſaid, i» the time of Juſtinian the 
Emperoxr, the King of the Jandals commanded the 
tongues of certain Biſhops to be pulled our by the roots 
for preaching againſt the Ariax Hereſy, yet they did as . 
perfeQly afcerwards ſpeak in defence of the true religion, 
as before. And at ſuch time as I my ſelf was ſens to Conſtan- 
—_— 
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tinople unto the Emperorabout the affzirs of the Church, 1 


found there aBiſhop of good years,who told me that he ſaw them 


bimſelf, | aber: wma fongues. ' Now it is notorins, that 
 &, Gregory t 

Church co Conftantizople, and that Fuſftinian began to 
riegn Anno 587. that is, fulltwo hundred years before 
Gregory the third was Pope. How then could Gregory the 
third ſpeak with any BURh, who had ſeen thoſe worthy 
Biſhops, whoſe tongues had.been pulled our ix the dayes 


of Juſtinian. 


Againthe Authorofche Dialogues in his fourth book; | 


not only frequently cites his own Homiles ( which are 
known tobe the Homiljes of St. Gregory the great, of 
whach ſee hereby and by N. 18. )) but C. 16. he ſaith, I 
will here repeat that which I remember alſo to have ſpoke in 
' wy Homilies concerning my Aunt Tarfilla; To this Women 
Felix my Grandfather, ſometimes Biſhop of Rome, appeared, 
5#-viſion. Who is fo blind, as not to ſee that theſe 
words cannot be ſpoken by Gregory the third, who had 
noſuch Ttalienkindred, for he was a Syriax ? But they 
are clearly ſpoken by che. great St. Gregiry fo well 
known by his Homilies, and 7 his Aunt, and by his 
Grandfather. And C. 26.' He: thus deſcribes the year in 
which he did write theſe Dialogues, Likewiſe ( ſaith he) 
in that morality which three years ſince lamentably afflified 
this town. It-is notorius by Hiftory,that this great plague 
raged in Rome the firſt year of his Popedom, of which 


ſce Baronius, Anno 590. who well proves from hence that 


cheſe Dialogues were written F190. 593, ſee him in that 
ear. Moreover C. 30. The writer of theſe Dialoguies 
peak thus, Julian who dyed -almoit ſeven yers ſince, told 
me this Story. In the time of King Theodoricus( quoth he ) 
my Wives father being then in Sicily, Theodoricu began 
co reign Ano 493. How could Gregory the 'third (made 
Pope 4#no 731.) ſpeak theſe words? Lord! "where is 
theſe mens fuller confiderationt. © © Oe Nl 
The Church in her Breviary is, a moſt exalt deliverer 
fohiſtorical Verity, and not a follower of ſuch as deliver 
Winter tales. This Church,npon the feaſt cf St. —_ 
| : ; . 4 B it © - £i it 


e great was ſent about the affairs of the 
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Il. 
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ſome things concerning A) 


piles April 13-taketh the leſſons of the ſecond No&arne 


our of theſe Dialognes of St. Gregory, And upon.the feaft 
| of Sc. Fobn Pope and Martyr,May the 27.the fame Church 


recounts out of theſe Dialogues of Se.Gregory one of theſe 
ſtories (which they are pleaſed ro Nickname Winter tales 


concerning a holy Eremite, who did ſee the ſoul of Theg- 


doricus cait down into the fire, of Sipare the ſame day. & 


'hower upon which he dyed, of which ſee L. 4. C. os Ti 
mo 


Secondly,the ſame Church is known to have uſe 


accirate diligence in the Hiſtory of tex Roman Maryro- 


loge,which ſhe appoints to be read dayly in the Quire at 
the Prime, as part of thedivine office, in which ir were 
41n0ft grofle to follow the Relaters of Winter tales: yetin 
a-ſhort time, I found above twenty ſeveral places inthat 


- Martyfologe, in which St, Gregory in his Dialognes is 


cited in confirmation-of what is here-related, of which I 
ſhall ſpeak morc herefter. N. 15. Fo Ws 
La$ly, 'to all theſe convincing proofs I add the tefii- 
mony of St. Gregor the, great in that updoubted work 
of his epiſtles. £37 he tells us clearly that he did 
write the book of Dialogues, and upon what occafion. 
Thus then he writegh Epz#7..50. L.2. Kegiff. Indift. 14, 
C. 89. To Maxmianus Biſhop of Syracuſa. My Brethren 
-who live familiarly with me do inforce me by all means briefly 


t9.commit to writing ſome miracles of thoſe fathers which we 


bave beard done in ltaly, for effefting whzreof I ftand. in 

great need of your charitable aſitance, to wit, that you mould 
hgnifie to me ſuch things,as came to your mgmorie, or it hath 
been your chance to know, Tl I remember well, Tou. told me 
ot, Annolus, who lived neer A- 

naftaſius, $&c,-Now:it appears by . his ficſt book of Dia- 
Jogyes C. p- $205 this Maximianus. did write back unto 
big what he there relates of Abbot, Annoſus., And by 
allchis,, any man ruay ſce. how inconfiderately, intheir 
fuller-confidcration, they have proceeded, who, never 

opening thcic, eyes toany. of theſe.ſo apparenc verities, 
. did moſt unadviſed]y deny tbeſe Dialogues 0: be writtesg 
.by che great St. Gregory, and fathered them upon Gre- 
£2vie the the thicd, B ur novy-they have heard our argu- 


.ments,.- 


- 4 
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mentr, which are ſo wholly. unanſirerable, [let ur-heay 


their yery weak proofesof the, contrary: _ Es 
Firſt, 4hey objeg the Authority of Photius ( aſcribing 
theſe books to Gregory the Third) a Man ſo learned in 
_ books and Autffors, that he'cannot- be: conceived igno- 

rant of thetruch. I anſwer, that this Photius was a Greci- 


2n, and nothing well skilled in ſacred, and Larin An- 


thors, Hear:what Miceta? writeth in his Life, in which 
he ſaith, that he was eminent indeed in ſecular ſciences, 
being ſecretary to the Emperour Bardas: - But wholly de- 
woidof all ſacred literatare. And no- wonder, For, as 
:he tells us, That of a Lay max, bes ju ſpace. of fix dayes, 
mas transformed inte 4 Patriarch of * Conſtantinople. From 
which dignity he, for his moſt notorius wickedneſs, was 
the ſeccad time depoſed, Anno. $80. By which account 
.youſce alſo, of how late a ftanding/heis 3 And howdet- 
picable in\compariſon of the Authors | hare ciced, - 
- Secondly, they obje&i that this book is unworthy of St. 
- Gregory the: great. © This is dire&ly to oppoſe the: Jullg- 
ment of St: 1/defonſus, St. Fulian, St. Bede, and of the 
boly and learned Pope Zachary, who thought this, work 
worthy bis tranſlation, 'by which alfo Greece: came'ſo 
_bighly to-<ſteem of St. Gregory, as hath been ſhewed. our 


of Baronizs-' This is alſo tovilifie the enchorigy.-gf the 
rity of 


Latin Church, 'fomuch- re)ying upon; the-aur 
this book'as hath been ſaid, and ſhall now farther be de- 
.clared. For you paſs on farther, and. TAE ona 
_ +Thirdlyobje@, that this bopk. conteins many ſtories like 
Winter. tales. Lanſwer, that-itis an uinjſufferable"injucy 
tothe Church to:ſay, ſhe yields ſo much credit.to tugh z 
book, fo ſtuft with ſuch inter tales,: as-you' will have 
theni. An unſifferable injury to our. great Apoſtle: Sr, 
Cregory, whom we-have proved to be che writer of /theſe 
tories, concerning which he himſelf ſaith in;the. Preface 
tothat work. 1 baze followed theexample of "St. Like and 
St. Math,  who'learut the goſpell, which they writes wot by 
Febt,. but by the relation of others. Tet leaft any in Teadi 
Vrld bave. an occaſion; to doubt whether | ſich»things: as 
white: bt true or ittoy I-wiltfet dowdby whit -manuer,' ant 
IR; : B 2 
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of whom F -bave learnt” them. 1 know Melchior Camus 
$5 words our Adverfaries mach applaud)” was fo 
old as to ſay that ſonie Auaftarche, or Critikes, of 'our 
«ge wouþd account ſome of the miracles related by him to be 
wxcertain. But 1 know alſo, that the great Buroniue( whole 
'exa&neſs in Hiſtory is famed through all Chriſtendons 
'examining this cenſure of Canys C in Mix nores upon the 
Martyrologe December 23. )pronouncerh'it fo'be & calumny, 
very inconfiderately vented. again't a' work; which: both- the 
Eaft and Weft Church, for theſe thouſand years -held worthy 
ell bigheft credit, veneration, and: praiſe. And then he 
bears down' this talamny yi by @ multitude of molt 
grave teſtimonies, 'F do cit-thre (0: Canus ſuith be JT 
"do cite thee before the Tribunal 6f thy own moſt 'boly and- moſt 
earned Spaniſh Doftors, S. Hidor, S. Mdefonſus; S:'FJw- - 
"Han: S. Hidor after be bad "enlarged bimſelf in the endlefs 
praiſesof $; Gregory comes &t laſt to conclude thus,” He is - 
happy and over happy who is well verſed itt all bis warks. 
* $. 1defonſe  affirnees, Fhat all antiquity conld ſhew nothing 
'Tike to him (-that is tothe great S. Gregory )) That he fur- 
-paſſed, Anthony in ſincerity, Cyprian 71 eloquence, Auſtin 
'2x Wiſdome Behold he preferrech this Wricer-of the Dia- 
Jogues/which there he names with a ſpecial Emcomium of 
Thar work )) before the great Sr. Anſtiz, (even in point of 
Wiſdom : And yet theſe'tnen dare compare him toa tel- 
' ter of Winter rales. But Beronius gokrl on and thewes 
with what reſpet'theſe very Dialogues were tired iby SJulian, 
* cited 'by whole Aſſenib/ies'of Holy Fatherst, ( namely inCon- 
\ eilio: Triburienſi'C.17.) cited by Pope Adrian 11: his Epiſtle 
ra@harles the great; cited by Jonas Aurelianenlis 4s moſt 
- powerful weapons to defear: the monffrons Opinions of Clav- 
- . dius Taurinenfis;  frauſlated 3n fine by the moſt boly Pope 
- Zachary-into Greek, by reaſon'of thiir excellency:* Audup- 

- "63 thindcedunt ſo much-effeemed by the Greeks that  tbey'from 
"theſe Dialogues gave the great St. Gregory 'the ſurname: of 
'Dialogus. Nunguid his 'omuibus cecutientibus tu ſphus vides? 
ſanbBaroniusts Canus, and-I fay.the ſame to' any.” onc 
\wbo tides with:him' in this Paradox. + Asfor- the reſt. I 
refer wy Readerta Baroniu; who willcaily. —_— 


W 


Cr] 


far more. bicterly that moſt madeſt' Cardinal would: 
have cAVricgen' againſt: Carys., if he had dared. to: 


compare theſe Stories | of St; Gregories ito Winter 


tales. Tous it Cifticeth,that the Church, in her Breviary,. 


embraceth his ftrange ſtory of the ſou} of Theodoricus, 
and alſo'others no leffe ftrange in her Maxtyloge. Febr.. 

+3. 15. 25. March the firſt, Augufi the ſeventh, yea,(thar 
which you will dread co. hear :) in thethirtieth. one- day. 
of May, be theſe words. - &t Rome of St.' Puſchaſins Dea> 
608 and. confeſſor of whom $t . Gregory the Pope maketh mex-- 
$301, {ſee you not-thatthe Church holds forth tous thar. 
very Paſchaſins for.a Saint; of whom we find St. Gregory: 
tomake noother mention, butthat he was in purgato- 
ry, andthence delivered by: prayers? :$o that you: fee. 


the Church ownsthat-very ſtory, which, moſt of all, they: 


would baye accounted co be a Winter tale. Here then we: 
have aur Opinion-of ſouls being delivered trom Purga-: 
tory before: the day. of-. Judgment, ;credited: by the 
Church.:.For ocherwiſe ſhe. cguld not propoſe ro ns a 
Mano be worſhipped for: a Saint, of whom ſhe. com-- 
mends.to us what is related by-$t- Gregory, the ſubſtance 
. of whoſe Relation.is, That being an Purgatory, be did mi- 
racles, That, be appeared 'in.the bathes to beg' prayers, That 
by theſe prayers be.was releaſed, 'whertore, © 1 
: Foirthl. chey-in vain obje@ageinſt thisftory. of Paſ- 
chaſiusz chat be dzed objtinately-ins8cbifſm.. - And'that ir is 
the fancy. of an idic brain ro imagine that (ouls are ſent 
- $0ithebathes, there xo ſcrub and:rubs ſo tobe acquitred 
of their fins. ; For ficit ro:tay: Paſchafias. dyed obRinaze. in 
Scb.ſme, 1820 abuſe bothiSc.:1Gregoryzrand this Sane, and 
the Churehy. andthe Reader, Sc. Gregory: is abuſed, for 
21 the ſaine breath; im which hetokt hisReager tiow Paſo 


choſucs was freed from Puirgacory, che. tells.bim;cleerly.. 
That ſeeing his fault proceeded not out dfi Malicey \ after - 
death be might e purged from : that fin And we: muſt thiuk 8 
that . his. plentifull almes:.obtaencd: this favours” '&0.-Fhe 
Church. is abuſed, which-recommends:to vs a Man-.to be 


worſhipped for. a Saint, ; who ( as they ſay.) dzed 0b/ti> 


ware inSchiſme.) The Saint recommended by rhe Churets 
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is.abuſed, whilft they :4buy gc tham- from Heaven, t0 
Hell. : The Reader'is abuſed by. ſuch ;groſs falfitits ob 
truded; unto him, after. 4hein fuller conſideration. Far, 
more:conſiderately, that incomparable Batoxzus, ponder. 
ing thoſe words which 1 now cited: out-of St. Gregory. ex 
cufing the fault of: Paſcbaſiusz.. expounds: by them [theſe 
his other words which:ſaid..-Jþ vt be: remweined. in bis 0+ 


_ pinion-untill bis dyingiday, that is,» excluſively; (othat: bis 


Repentance happened before his death, or ( which I moſt 
approve _) that his death -heppened before that eontrover- 
ke wascleerly decided, which ſcems moſt conformable ca 
thoſe words off $t; Gregory La 4+ Ce. 41. :{laying-that Paſs 
obaſins:whilfiibedived thought} no-ſin: to: do what be-did- 


' Secondly, foriwhbar concerns the appearing of Paſchaſius. ins * 


the bathes, it is nor Sc. Gregory, but ſome idle.brain that 
fpeaks of ſcrubbing and rubbing. -I confefs Sc.Gregoryro 
ſpeak.both here, (1. 4- C149. ): and again'©.” 556 thad 
tuch as were- in-purgatory. did appear fometimiey per- 
forming, toſome particulag;perſor; {ome:infeziour kind 
of ſervices in- the-bath.' . Gad permitting: this; [that {ſo 
they ſhould declare the lownes of cheir preſent conditi= . 
©0,; and alſota give them occaſion of begging the pray. 

ers.of ſuch particular .perſons,:.which»could and would 
beſt aſſiſt them naw, though Rapbiet the Archangel, withs 


op out feeling any reguece, perfprmed all bumble ſervice: ro. 


young: Tobie, becauſe allghiswhile he enjoyed: che: fight 
ef God, and woluntarily performed fiis gratious iplea+ | 
ſure. Yet if God, in his:wrathy had caſt him from his 
fight, deprived him otgleryy Laviſked him. from Hema 


veth, and for:his'offences deputetl.ihim» to! thoſe. inferieos © 


offices in revenge of themy-1tib-not hard:ro conceive,thac” 
thishad:been-a-moit fad chaſticement, as it .conteins the 
debaling of ſa noble a nature; by the juit-wrath of his 
C atarapainſt hime-//221 $4 D343V3T 443% y ny IK =) $US Li 
grave Divine novy tiwving: vwillundertake to: Juſtify theſe 
revelations, vv hereas- Barexzus hath done-it fo fully. 
Andvvhereasthey moſt .carpe ae this Revelation-in par- 
ticular, the very Prince of. Divines, Ste: Thomas \ doth 
| give 


b I 


|  ! 

give his-4pprobation of alſo it in particular; For thus he 
Wrizes tn Suppl. Q. 69. or 1: *Morevver- this is Made evi- 
dent. by what $t. Gregory ſaith, L, 4. Dial. where be 've- 
lates thet fouls after thejr departure are led to ſeveral cor 
poral places, as appears by Paſchaſins, whom Germanus the 
Biſhop of Capua found” in tbe bathes.” Anda little after. 
There be allotted to fouls after their departure certain corpo= 
ral places by @ certain congruitie according to the degrees 


_ of their diguitice. And ſo we place . ſouls, which are in a 


perfed participation of the Deity in heaven. But weſay 


Thoſe ſouls to be deputed to contrary plact®yhich are hindred 


fram thixparticipation. That is, We ſay they be deputed 
roHell, if chey be hindred from participation of Deity, 
by daninable fin. Again, 'vve ſay they be depyted' to 
purgatory, if they be hindred from this participation by 
only venial fin. again, theſe venial fins may be many, 
and great; andſo fink a ſou} dovvn to: the bottom of 
of Purgatory, thatis | te that ſoul tothe moſt pain- 
Fa) rempo rall pun ts.” as alſo, they may be very 
fevv,..and of the lip ind of fins, and thoſe alſo ex- 
piated (* in great part ) by contrary great good vvorkss 


. as they may truly think of the fins of St. Paſchaſins, ſeeing 


that he did miracles upon earth 5 vvhen his ſoul vvas 
ſuffering this lighter kind of punifthment. Wherefore, 
though ſuch a ſoul, be deputed to a/purgative ftate; and 
is purged by being baniſhed from the ſight: of God, yer 


_ the other pena] pains beof the lighteſt ſort, ſuch asmay 


( to bur capacity be kicly expreſſed by being one of the 


fiery priſon of pargatory, yet in ſome lovy, abje&,dark, 
ſmooky place in the ground; deputed there to: contemp- ' 


tible. imployments, as thoſe''in the bathes were, Of 
vvbich the merciful indulgence of God made jparticular- 


5 ly choite,'thatſo thoſe ſouls might che more connaturally 
have commodity of begging the aſliftatice offuch perſons 
as Gog ſhould connaturally diſpoſe co'come thithee: This 


is. agreeable to vvhat St, Thomas novy cited; ſaith, ( at 2) 
That as lightſome places are commonly aſſigned to illightned 


WU, Miro #d obſcure darkned bolds to ſpirits derkaed byſins 
e 


So thoſe hot., and” ſmoky, cloſe,-and fliffling' p _ 


> t* 


F  —_— 
- ef chebathes, bear a convenience Metaphorical expreſſion 
of ſuch as are yer darkned, unvvaſhed and unpurged 
ſouls. lc is alfo agrceable-to vvhar St. Gregory there L. 
4. C. 42. ſairh,diſcourfing upon this purgatory $25 
chafius. For having cited theſe vvords. Thou bhaFt deli- 
perd me from the lower bell. He preſently adds fo'chat 
the bigher Hell ( and place ,of lighter rorments ) may 
ſeem. to be upon the earth, and the lower under the earth. 
Now,as it isnot abſurd to expreſſe rhe joy of ſpirits unto 
us,by ſaying they didfing merrily { as it is (aid ofthe. 
Angels in ChriftsNativitic).chough ſinging be an a& as 
unnatural to an Angel rejaycing, as ſerving in a bath to 
a ſpirir purging: ſoiris not.abſurd by theſe kind of a&i- 
ons ta expreſs unto us the low, . and 2d eftare of thoſe 
ſoules which fhvnld be finging with Angels, if their light-. 
er {ins did not banith them from thoſe joyes to theſe a- 
-be& Offices. The like is tobe ſaid of that other exam- 
ple related by St. Gregorie L; 4. C.55. To which (and 
the-farcher declaration of the er ) we may fitly ap- 
-ply what St. Thomas above cited,Fﬀh art.7,.4 8.4.69. Al- 
though ſeparated ſouls are ſometimes puniſhed in tbe place of 
-our aboad; yet it is not becauſe that it is the proper place of 
puniſhment, But .this. done for our, inſtruttjon, that ſecing* 
their pains we may be withdrawn from offending. Soſure- 
ly isto be underfiood what is ſaid of the ſoul of Theodori- 
cus caſt into the gulf of Vulcan, at which choſe, who 
.are diſpoſed , might carp as nnich as at his other ſtories, 
.chough itbeconteined in the Breviary of the Chycchk,yea 
they might as well carpe.at ſome contcined in Holy 
writ,as that,the Devil ( whois a ſpirit ) ſhould 'be chaf- 
.£d away from Saul by the material found of Davids 
harp. And they might ſay thatir is like a Fintertale which 
wercad Tob. 6.9, That apiece of the heart of a fiſh put up- * 
on coalessthe ſmoak of it ſa chaſeth away tht devil that be re- 
 Twrnes no more. ,, All this is 'by way of ſupercrogation, 
. aid in defence of this ſtorie 'of Poſchefius. Forgthough 
that ſhould.be falſe,yer it doth not follow thar thoſe Dia- 
Jogues were not yyritten by St.Gregorie. And fill ir doth 
follovy that St.Gregerie thoughrit to b> true, andiconſe- 
| ": ' © quently 


I. edit kb K (ts 0 confirmed: by. Revelas 
| tion 3 mz 4 


Fe $ arc deliverable from urgatory * before 
-andthe Charch: judged rhe fame, 


rrp Fn Martirologe credited vvbar- Saint Gre- 
| £6 rie mentions of Paſchafius. 
: -Fifthly end laſtly, they obje& that nothing like futh 18. 


Wintes tales, can e found in-the other worth y works of - 
St. Gregorie.- A ſtrange objeftion' to. Jones From a 
Scholler, upan his further confider«tion. Forthe leaſt con- 
fideration of any'mean Scholler might. have made him 


refle&, how often St. Gregorie, in this very fourth: on of 


his Dialogues (out of which only they: have gle 


Few ſtories, at which they rake ſo CO fins doth 


relatoche very ſelf ſame ſtories, which,he himſclfrels you, , ' 
e had formerly. related in his Homilies. His Honvlies 
foetcemed by rhe Churchzthat e hath rransferred 
more out of them into her Breviary, then out of | any 0- 
ther holy Father, Yet how thick be theſe his Homilics 
ftored with theſe ſtories.: : 

L.,4. C14. F remember ( Caich he) thetyin my  Homi- 
lies upon the goſpel, I told a ſtorie of Servulus,which here he 
repeats out of Hom. 15. 

Again C. 15, ix the ſame Homilies,T remember likewiſe 


bow] told a certain thing of Redempta: and Romula..'' 


Again C. 16..1 will here report this, which I remember 
alſo to have ſpoke of in my Homilies concerning my, Aunt 
.Tarfilla« -. To this Woman Felix my Grandfather, fime 
Biſhop'of Rome, Hom. 39. 

Again C.'19..By the. relation of the Jame Probus, and 
other religious men; 1 came to the Relation of ſuch things, 
45 in my Homilies T.told: to my Auditors, Concerning the 
Venerebte Father Steven. 


TR 
ho 


. . Again C. 27: Concerning the Earle Theo — Idid 


#3 my Homilies make-publick, mention of ſuc Frag nog: 


. bappencd. to bim, Hom. 36. verbatim. 


AgpinC. 37- There was one Theedorus C which fory: T 


rementber in my Homilies to the, peoples. I have ſpoke of alſo ) 
who was & very nnrulylad, &c.* Bow. 19. 
EGn, he. wy for word C, 38. Relates that dreadfull 
C 


ſtory 
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| EEE: 
- which conteines t ſtory of Paſohaſtrs,ar which: 

eat exceptions: -- Atl yer -cheſe coulidesatewriters 
Heukiermarked what was-ſaidiſbrafcens: cithcr:in the ſame 
fonrthiboak;. or in theſe wo/fo meer horderiagebaprers, 


& 


+ berween them; mc: and.; the 
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AS; 


no ſi occurr 
not ck cher yorehue thin 


are'ple ry to. or es to Winter- 
Os 30. nt 9 Regiſter 
rien on_ et 462424 4331 O71 4 | 

+ ».I d@ yot hereanbrereweakicavel, which. find chein 
-. 20. © uſe, ſo to diſcredir that moſt ceedible-foiyy which Sc. 
| Grepario relates of Monk it hiz-own+Mo ry: whoſe 


crifices. for forty dayes together to be offered for his foul: 


pndoranceof antiquity: if 0 07 1) FE 

1 withend: by giving my Miatadioan —— ont” of 
whar thop-all hes" Falſe "mp -warcs have been fercht. The 
_ Enemies of the. Roman Church ſeeing ſuch a murlticude 


wiy oppaſire-to their noveltacs,: have: deviſed alt the. 
[DIFES- CHEF Can, to cry down: the'\ Authority of his :Dia- 
U_S,4S you may ſce in Criticis. fecris Bvers Tib;; 
re be vi che'very, placcof Carr fo muck::1 


a « Drag the Adchoe oF clcke: bs - 
ee Shree ORSELET ES Lan IE). 


MELO 'that Sawant works charh 


" fant was freed from-Purgatory;after tic had appoinred ſa- - 


fax: when ſhall-bring .chis ory +. proofoof our ppini- | 
Cf , 1 (hall demonſtrate. thiericavell wo be; hol y gras. - 


21. of Roni: telaced byche great: St,” Gregoric, to: be di- - 
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ſhewed to be moſt falſe, And whereas Chemnitius ſaith, 
that neither the ſtile, nor the contents of this book ſure 
well with the other works of 'St. Gregorie, we have ſhew- 
ed the falſity of both, by the Authorities cited out of his 
Homilies, againſt which work Rivetus hath not a word to 
_ ſay, bur moft ignorantly carpset Beronius and Fronto Du- 
ceus,for efteeming the great St. Gregorie to have been cal«. 
led Dialogus by the Greeks ; for if ic be true which he 
ſaith of-Cedrenus, that the occaſion of this ſurname pro- 
ceeded from the Book of Dialogues written by this Gre- 
gorius, then this Gregorie muſt needs be the perſon who 
did write theſe Dialogues : but the perſon who did write 
thaſs Dinloguey could neither be Gregorie the Second or 
the Third, as hath been demonſtrated, but evidently is 
Gregory the Firſt , whom we uſually call Gregorie the 
Great; whence it remains moſt cleerly convinced, that 
the Great St. Gregory is the Man who by occaſion of his 
Dialogues was by the Grecians ſurnamed Dialogus, as be- 
ing the Author of theſe Dialogues we ſpeak of. 
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